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I'm Going Camping!  
(tune:  Twinkle Twinkle Little Star)
I'm going camping, yes sirree!  I'm going camping, won't you come with me?  First we'll pitch our tent on the ground,  Then make a fire as we all gather round.  I'm going camping, yes sirree!  I'm going camping, won't you come with me?
Next we'll cook on the open fire,  Then till stories till we all get tired.  When the stars are twinkling bright,  We'll sleep in our tents 'til the morning light.  I'm going camping, yes sirree!  I'm going camping, won't you come with me?
When we see the morning sun,  We'll wake right up 'cause the day's begun.  There's so much that we can do --  Fishing, swimming, hiking, too.  I'm going camping, yes sirree!  I'm going camping, won't you come with me?
Our Hiking Song  
(tune:  I've Been Working on the Railroad)
I'm a second grade explorer
 Exploring every day.  
I'm a second grade explorer,  
And I have a dream today.  
When I'm working or I'm playing.

 And pretending what I'll be,
 I'm a second grade explorer,  
Exploring to be me!


How Many Stars Do You See?
Twinkle, twinkle,  
One, two, three,  
How many stars do I see?

 Even in a space so small  
I could never count them all.



Five Little Stars
Five little stars, twinkling in the sky.  
The first one said, "This is much too high."  
The second one said, "I'm the brightest star of all."  
The third one said, "Be careful, don't fall."  
The fourth one said, "Isn't nighttime fun?"  
The fifth one said, "On no!  Here comes the sun!"  
Then up rose the Sun, so high in the sky,  
And the five little stars said "Good bye!"


Camping Feast

Course: Mathematics
Grade Level 2

Unit: Camping

Strand: Number

Specific Learning Outcomes:

(2.N.4) Represent and describe numbers to 100, concretely, pictorially, and symbolically.

(2.N.9) Demonstrate an understanding of addition (limited to 1-and 2-digit numerals) with answers to 100.

Assessment:

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

· represent the value of the supper menu using coins (pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters). Watch for evidence of an understanding of the power of ten i.e. If the item costs 11 cents the child should use a dime and a penny. (2.N.4)

· model addition using concrete materials (coins), and record the process symbolically. As the students add the total of the grocery list together watch for addition strategies such as making tens,skip counting, doubles, etc. (2.N.9)

Connection to the Last lesson:

Students have already had experience representing, describing and adding numbers to twenty in grade one.

Activating Strategies: Preparing for Learning

Use the book S is for S’mores: A Camping Alphabet by Helen Foster James Read the pages:

K is for Kitchen and S is for S’mores to inspire students to generate a menu for the supper meal of the class’ camp over night at school. Create a concept map of food items. Note: Do this activity the day before the rest of this lesson.

Acquiring Strategies: Integrating and Processing Learning

Using the student generated menu from yesterday and grocery store fliers, the teacher creates a sheet for each pair of students containing all their suggestions. Put a price under each item. Keep the numbers low as Grade Two only adds to 100.

Some possibilities would be: wieners, buns, beans, mustard, ketchup, relish, cheese whiz, trail mix, marshmallows, chocolate bars, graham crackers, watermelon, etc.

Students will represent each item on the menu with coins (pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters) amounting to the price shown on the sheet created by the teacher. Encourage them to use the power of five and /or ten when selecting coins.

Applying Strategies: Consolidate Learning

The students will bring their sheet with the coins and model the addition to determine the overall cost of the supper. Watch to see strategies used to add so many numbers together. During math congress time compare answers and decide which answers are correct.

Extension:

Do a similar activity to purchase camping gear for the camp out. Open a camping supply store in your classroom.

Connections:

HEALTH: Consider the food value of the menu

SCIENCE: Fire building and safety and cooking

ART: Use the charcoal in the campfire to sketch a nature scene

Learning Resources:

· S is for S’Mores by Helen James ISBN #13-978-1-58536-302-5 Sleeping Bear Press

· Fliers from local grocery stores

· Sheet with food items and prices /student

· Play money coins (pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters)

Different Ways of Learning:


WORD- read the camping alphabet book and other books on the bibliography


PICTURE- Viewing the menu sheet


BODY- Manipulating Coins


PEOPLE- Concept mapping the menu choices


SELF- working to add the coins

Source:
Framework Document K-8 Mathematics &
S. Margetts Original
Camping Backpack Glyph

Course: Mathematics

Grade Level: 2

Unit: Camping

Math Strand: Statistics and Probability

Specific Learning Outcomes: 

(2.SP.1) Gather and record data about self and others to answer questions.

(2.SP.2) Contract and interpret concrete graphs and pictographs to solve problems.

Assessment:

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

· sort and classify objects according to their attributes and organize data about the objects 

· represent data using concrete objects, pictures, and graphs
· describe parts of the data and the set of data as a whole to determine what the data show
· count with understanding and recognize “how many” in sets of objects
Connection to Last Lesson:

Students have previously been introduced to the new unit “Camping Mathematics”. 
Flexible Groupings:

Students will begin in one group as a class for approximately half of the class until they begin to create their glyphs. Then they will be working at their tables either alone or with a partner when constructing their Camping Backpack Glyphs.

Activating Strategies: Preparing for Learning

· I will ask the students what we have learned about camping so far this unit. 

· I will ask the students what a person takes with them when they go camping. Then ask what they specifically put in their backpack.

· I will introduce to the students what a glyph is.

Acquiring Strategies: Integrating and Processing Learning

· Explain to the students that we will be making a Camping Backpack Glyph.
· Distribute copies of the Camping Backpack Glyph legend to the students.
· Read out the instructions, one characteristic at a time. I’ll display a glyph I created. 
· Make sure the students know what they are to do. Re-explain if needed.
· Hand out the Glyph materials.
· Students will glue their glyph together.


Applying Strategies: Consolidate Learning

· Students will complete their Camping Backpack Glyphs. 
· I will select 10 of the completed glyphs and sort them into two groups. 
· I will ask the students to “Guess the Rule” by looking for the attributes that are on the glyphs.
Connections: 
Art class: Students make camping crafts. Use toilet paper rolls to create binoculars. 

English: Write a story about a camping experience with illustrations.

MATH: Use a Venn diagram to compare glyphs.

Learning Resources: 

· Glyph handouts and legends
· Example of a Camping Backpack Glyph
· Whiteboard and markers
Different Way of Learning: Multiple Intelligences

WORD- Read Camping books (e.g. The Berenstein Bears Go to Camp)

PICTURE- Have the students draw items for camping that can’t fit in a backpack

MUSIC- Sing a song about camping (e.g. A Camping We Will Go)

PEOPLE- get in pairs, see if you can find your partners glyph 

SELF- personal satisfaction of creating your own glyph


Source:

July/August AIMS Education Foundation
Sandy Margetts

Adapted by: Amy Feasby


1. Are you a boy or a girl?






 Boy


     Girl

2. What season are you born in? Color your backpack:
  BLUE

    YELLOW
     GREEN
       RED
   Winter

       Spring

       Summer

      Fall

3. What is your favorite camping activity?


   Hiking       Roasting Marshmallows    Swimming

Playing Games

4. What is your favorite camping food?


   Hot Dogs
   Marshmallows
   Popcorn   
  Hamburgers











Camping Trail Mix Lesson Plan

Course: Mathematics



Grade: 2


Unit: Camping


Math Strand: Shape and Space

General Outcome: Measurement 

Specific Learning Outcome: (2.SS.3) Compare and order objects by length, height, distance around, and mass (weight) using non-standard units, and make statements of

comparison.
Assessment: Observation

Connection to the last lesson: Camping theme, students made a list of things they would like to take camping with them and shopped for ingredients using play money.
Flexible Grouping: Students will come up with Trail Mix recipes as a class and then work individually to make the trail mix of their choice.

Activating Strategies: Preparing for learning

Ask the class to brainstorm what they would like in trail mix the day before this lesson. Pick up the ingredients that you can find.

Acquiring Strategies: Integrating and Processing Learning

Students can brainstorm different recipes of trail mix using the ingredients on hand and come up with clever names for their creations.

Applying Strategies: Consolidate Learning

Provide groups with plastic cups filled with the trail mix ingredients and a Ziploc bag to put their own mixture into. Have students measure using a scale the ingredients and put in their own personal trail mix using.

Extensions:

Students can graph and compare the most popular ingredients by counting what each students put in their trail mix.

Turn the trail mix into a store and have play money and a price for each item. Students will have to buy the materials for their trail mix, get change, make change and stay on budget.

Learning Resources:

· Plastic bags

· Trail Mix Ingredients (Chocolate Chips Fruit Loops Skittles Raisins Mini Marshmallows)

· Plastic Cups

· Scale

Different Ways of Learning:


WORD- Brainstorming Trail Mix Recipes 


BODY- Using the scale


PEOPLE- Working with other students to create recipes


SELF- Creating a unique name for their personal recipe

Source: 

Victoria Smith www.kinderkorner.com/camping.html
Megan Cyr

 “Marshmallow Measurement”

Course: Mathematics               
Grade level: 2

Unit: Camping
Strand: Shape and Space
            
Specific Learning Outcome:

2.SS.4 Measure length to the nearest non-standard unit by 

· Using multiple copies of a unit

· Using a single copy of a unit (iteration process)

Assessment:

Assessment will be done by observation and questioning during the lesson. In addition to this, the children will record their estimates and measurements on paper.

While observing, check:

· Are the students able to make accurate measurements with the marshmallows, using multiple copies? Do they overlap or leave gaps while measuring?

· Are they able to make accurate measurements using a single marshmallow, many times? Do they start exactly at the end of the first marshmallow or do they leave spaces and guess where the next marshmallow would begin?

· Are they able to properly measure a length that is not a straight line? (the tent)

On the worksheet, check:

· Did they estimate a larger number for the second and third stick?

· Did they change their estimates for the second and third stick to a more accurate number after measuring the first stick?

· Do their actual measurements make sense and seem accurate?

· Are the lines on the drawing of their measurement equally spaced apart to show the marshmallows as equal units?

Activating Strategies:

Ask the children if they have ever been camping, had a bonfire, or roasted marshmallows. Explain to children that they will be going to collect and measure ‘fire wood’. Take the children outside to an area with trees so that they can find sticks on the ground. Ask each child to collect three sticks of different lengths. If there is no outdoor area available to collect sticks, you could just bring sticks that you collected on your own into the classroom and have children select their sticks from the pile.

Acquiring Strategies:

Bring the children back inside and hand each of them one marshmallow. Ask them to estimate what the length of their sticks will be using marshmallows (how many marshmallows will it take to cover the length of the stick?) Have them record their estimates. 

Explain to the class that to get an accurate measurement, they must put the marshmallows exactly side by side. Demonstrate how to measure something at the front of the class using marshmallows. Explain that they cannot overlap or leave gaps between their marshmallows because this will make their measurement inaccurate. Hand out marshmallows and have the children measure their shortest stick first, count the number of marshmallows, and record their answer. After looking at their first measurement, ask them if they would like to change their estimation for the other sticks. Then, have them measure and record the actual length of the second stick. 

For the last stick, have the children try measuring it using only one marshmallow, repeatedly. Demonstrate this concept at the front of the room. Have the children record their answers and ask a volunteer to demonstrate to the class how they did this.

Applying Strategies:

Split the class into two groups. Tell them that their challenge is to measure the length of the tent set up in the classroom using marshmallows. The first group will measure it using only one marshmallow. The second group will measure it using multiple marshmallows. While one team is doing their measurement, have the other team draw the length of one of their sticks on their worksheet and draw a line where each marshmallow ended to illustrate how they got their answer. After both groups have completed the measurement of the tent, review their answers and see if they are the same. Ask them which method is easier? Why? 

Extension:

Using one of the sticks that they measured as a ruler, have the children measure an item in the classroom, and then determine how many marshmallows it would take to cover the item according to how many sticks it took.

Multiple Intelligences:

Word- read math books about measurement or camping books

Picture- draw a picture on their worksheet to illustrate the measurement process

Body- measure length or distance of an object using feet as the non-standard unit

Music- listen to campfire songs

Naturalist- collect sticks outdoors

Interpersonal- work with a group to measure the tent

Intrapersonal- measure sticks on their own

Resources:

· A few bags of marshmallows
· A worksheet for each student to record their measurements on
· Enough sticks for every child in the classroom to have three
· A small tent set up in the classroom
Source:

Krista Weir original

K-8 Mathematics Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes

Lesson Plan: (Camping) “Going on a Nature Walk”

Subject: Mathematics






Topic: Camping 

Grade: Two
Math Strand: Patterns and Relations





General Learning Outcome:

· Use patterns to describe the world and solve problems

Specific Learning Outcome:

· 2.PR.2 Demonstrate an understanding of increasing patterns by describing, reproducing, extending, and creating patterns using manipulatives, diagrams, sounds, and actions (numbers to 100)
Assessment:

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

· Identify and describe increasing patterns in a variety of contexts
· Represent an increasing pattern concretely and pictorially 
· Identify errors in an increasing pattern
· Explain the rule used to create an increasing pattern 
· Create an increasing pattern and explain the pattern rule
· Represent an increasing pattern using another mode
· Solve a problem using increasing patterns
· Identify and describe increasing patterns in the environment
· Determine missing elements in a concrete, pictorial or symbolic increasing pattern and explain the 
The assessment tool used will be a sing-along-song, and an art project.  Students will learn the sing along song and sing it when we go on a nature walk. Students will have to gather the items in the song, and once we get back to the classroom, they will have to make a picture of the song using the things they found on the nature walk (leaves, branches, grass, etc.).  The teacher will observe, and will use a checklist to see if the students are making their picture into a pattern such as the song.

Connection to last lesson:

Students will have previously learned about what a pattern is.  They will also have learned about elements in nature (science).

Flexible Grouping:
Students will sing along to the song as a group.  Once we go on the nature walk, the teacher will pair off the students in a “buddy system”.  Students will work with their buddies to gather elements of nature and to make their pictorial representation of the patterns in the song.

Activating Strategies: Preparing for Learning

· Have students tell you what kinds of things you can find when going on a nature walk (remind students that it has to be things that you could find at the park that you are going to go for a walk at because they will have to gather this stuff!)

· As a class make up a song “going on a nature walk” using the things that the students told you they could find on a nature walk (or have a song made up before hand depending on how much time you would like spent on this).

Acquiring Strategies: Integrating and Processing Learning

· Explain that you will be going on a nature walk to gather elements from nature to make a pictorial representation of the song you just made as a class.
· Make the students a list (or have them make their own list) of the things they need to gather while on the walk.  Make sure that students know the quantity of the things they need to gather, and that they have a container to hold everything in (shopping bag, bucket, etc.)
· Discuss with the students why it may be a good idea to know the things that are available to us in nature and what each thing could be good for.  Ask the students why we need to know each quantity.
Applying Strategies: Consolidate Learning

· Give each student a sheet with the lyrics (optional) and amounts for each item
· Split students into partners and give each set of partners a carrying case of some sort (grocery bag, bucket, etc.)
· Make sure that students are dressed appropriately, and head out on the nature walk!
· When you get to the starting point of the walk, remind students of what they need to do (sing the song, and gather items), and that they need to stay on the trail and follow the teacher
· Start the song, and start walking!
· When students come upon an item in the song, stop and remind them that this is an item on their list.  Make sure to remind the students to look at their list and gather the right amount of things.
· Once you have finished your nature walk, students are to sit at a table with their partner and empty the contents of their bag onto the table
· Students will, using a large piece of paper, pictorially represent the pattern in the song.  They may write the lyrics under the items if they wish, or they can paste the lyrics to the back of the page.
· Once students are done, they will clean up and then be dismissed
· Finished pictures will be posted on the camping bulletin board with the lyrics of the song in the middle.
Extensions

· You could post the pictures on the board, without the lyrics anywhere, and the grade 2 could partner with an older grade. The older grade would have to try and guess a)the song, and b)the patterns that the students were trying to represent

· Students could make their own song

Connections

· Physical Education: students going on a walk

· Art: Students are making a pictorial representation of the song they sang
· English Language Arts: Students are thinking about what is in nature (making a thinking web), and writing a song collectively as a class
· Science: Students are talking about what things they can find in nature
· Music: Students are writing and singing a song
Learning Resources

· “The Bear Hunt” 

· Grocery Bags or containers for gathering items

· Glue/Paper

· Bulletin Board

Sources

·  http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/math/framework_k-8/grade2.pdf

· http://www.timmyabell.com/music/lyrics/ol/bearhunt.htm

· Caitlynd Lucan
****Use this song as a base to make up your own

“Going on a nature walk” song.**** 
Going on a Bear Hunt

(Leader)
We're going on a bear hunt!
(Group)
We're going on a bear hunt!

We're gonna catch a big one!
We're gonna catch a big one!
I'm not afraid!
I'm not afraid!
Are you?
Are you?
Not me!
Not me!
Here comes the gate 
" " (Group Echos)
Now we're on a bear hunt " "
We're gonna catch a big one " "
I'm not afraid " "
Are you? " " Not me! " "

We're coming to a tall mountain " "
It sure is high " "
It sure is wide " "
Let's climb up it " "
Well, there's nothing over there " "
Nothing over there " "
Nothing back there " "
Hey! Wait! I think I see something
Quick! Everybody run down!

We're going on a bear hunt!
We're going on a bear hunt!
We're gonna catch a big one!
We're gonna catch a big one!
I'm not afraid!
I'm not afraid!
Are you? Are you?
Not me!
Not me!
We're going thru the tall grass " "
We're going thru the short grass " "
Hey! Look! There's a little tree " "
Well, let's shinny on up it
Whoa! It gets a little skinny up here at the top
See anything over that way? " "
Anything over that way?, Uh, oh!,
Oh, no! Whoa! Agh! let's get down!

We're going on a bear hunt!
We're going on a bear hunt!
We're gonna catch a big one!
We're gonna catch a big one!
I'm not afraid!
I'm not afraid!
Are you?
Are you?
Not me!
Not me!
Oh, no! " "
It's a big puddle of mud " "
Can't go around it " "
Gotta go right thru it " "
Yeuk! " "
Well, let's go.
Squish, Sqwish, Blaaahh.

We're going on a bear hunt!
We're going on a bear hunt!
We're gonna catch a big one!
We're gonna catch a big one!
I'm not afraid!
I'm not afraid!
Are you?
Are you?
Not me!
Not me!
We're coming to a wide river " "
And there's no bridge going over it " "
No tunnel going under it " "
It's just plain old water " "
And we're gonna have to swim " "
All right, dive in!
Start swimming
Do the back stroke
Do the side stroke
Do the doggie paddle
Try the little cat paddle
OK Jump out, shake yourself off

We're going on a bear hunt!
We're going on a bear hunt!
We're gonna catch a big one!
We're gonna catch a big one!
I'm not afraid!
I'm not afraid!
Are you?
Are you?
Not me!
Not me!
Shhh, it's a cave " "
Looks like the kind of cave that B-bears live in " "
I don't know if I want to go in there
You think we oughta go in?
Are you nuts?
There's probably a bear in there
All right I'll go in, You stay here, 
And if I find a bear, I'll come out and get you
And we'll all go in and grab him together
Now, quiet, don't make a sound while I'm in that cave,
Cuz if you wake him up, I'll be in trouble
Bears are awful ornery when they first wake up, you know
OK, I'm going on in
Oooo, It's dark in here
It's really dark in here
I can't see a thing
Agh, there's spiders webs
Ooo, what was that???
What's this??.... it's soft, uh oh,it's kind of fuzzy

Ahg!!!!!!!!! Run! Everybody run!!
I saw a bear!!!!
Jump in the water! Swim fast!!
Do the backstroke!
The sidestroke, the doggie paddle
Jump out of the water
Run through the mud!
Forget the tree!!
Go through the tall grass
The short grass
Quick! Go up the mountain
Down the other side
Go thru the gate
Into the house, under the bed
Under the pillow
Hide!!!!!
Uh, it's awful quiet around here
I'm not afraid
I'm not afraid
Are you?
Are you?



Websites

Lesson plans and resources for camping theme provided by teachers

http://atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Camping/index.shtml
Links to multiple camping theme websites
http://www.wrentham.k12.ma.us/C8/C6/Camping/default.aspx
Camping Theme developed by teacher Victoria Smith

http://www.kinderkorner.com/camping.html
Camping Theme Ideas developed by teacher Christine

http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/1036.html
Printable Worksheets and Cards

http://www.play2learnprintables.com/camping.htm
Optional $3.00 purchase Camping Unit

http://sciencemade4middleschool.blogspot.com/2011/04/camping-math-science-and-literacy-unit.html
Recipes

Smores 
Put a marshmallow and a Hershey kiss on a graham cracker 
and melt it in a toaster oven. 

Ants On A Log 
Spread peanut butter or softened cream cheese 
on celery sticks, and put raisins on top. 

Popcorn 
Measure it before and after it's popped, and have the kids guess 
how much it will make.  Graph predictions and results. 

Happy Camper Fruit Salad 
Everyone brings a piece of fruit to share. 
Talk about fractions as you cut the fruit up. 
Mix with orange juice or pineapple juice and serve. 

Literature

S is for S’mores – A camping Alphabet ( Helen Foster James ISBN 13-978-1-58536-302-5)
Camping ( Nancy Hundal ISBN 155041-686-3)

When We Go Camping (Margriet Ruurs ISBN 0-88776-685-4)

One-Dog Canoe (Mary Casanova ISBN 0-37435638-6)

A Good Day’s Fishing ( James Prosek ISBN 0-439-72645-x)

Trout Trout Trout – A Fish Chant (April Pulley Sayre ISBN 0439 78449-2)

Pig Pig Goes to Camp (David McPahil ISBN 0-590-55361-5)

The Twelve Days of Summer (Jan Andrews ISBN 13-978-1-55143-735-4)

The Night Before Summer Vacation (Natasha Wing ISBN 0-43953203-5)

Stella and Roy Go Camping (Ashley Wolff ISBN 0-439-40033-3)

Monk Camps Out (Emily Arnold McCully ISBN 0-439-0977-3)

Bailey Goes Camping (Kevin Henkes ISBN 8-0688152888)
Canoe days (Gary Paulsen and Ruth Wright Paulsen ISBN 978-0440414414)
The Bear Scouts (Stan and Jan Bernstein ISBN 978-0394800462) 

Bernstein Bears go to camp (Stan and Jan Bernstein ISBN 978-0394851310)
Little Critter at Scout Camp (Mercer Mayer ISBN 978-0307126290) 
Just Me and My Dad (Mercer Mayer ISBN 978-0307118394) 

Arthur goes to camp (Marc Brown ISBN 978-0316110587)

Activity Literature

Kids Camp – Activities for the Backyard or Wilderness (Laurie Carlson and Judith Dammel ISBN 978-1556522376)

Kids Campfire Book – The Official Book of Campfire Fun (Jane Drake and Ann Love ISBN 978-1550742756)

The Kids Nature Book ( Susan Milord ISBN 978-1885593078)

Movies

Camp Nowhere Rated PG 96 minutes

Earnest Goes to Camp Rated PG 92 Minutes

Songs

A-Camping We Will Go 
(tune: Farmer in the Dell) 

A-camping we will go, 
A-camping we will go, 
Hi-ho and off we go, 
A-camping we will go. 

More Verses: 

First we pitch our tent 
Next we chop some wood 
We light the campfire now 
We cook our dinner now 
We tell fun stories now 
It's time to go to sleep 
  

I'm Going Camping! 
(tune:  Twinkle Twinkle) 

I'm going camping, yes sirree! 
I'm going camping, won't you come with me? 
First we'll pitch our tent on the ground, 
Then make a fire as we all gather round. 
I'm going camping, yes sirree! 
I'm going camping, won't you come with me? 

Next we'll cook on the open fire, 
Then till stories till we all get tired. 
When the stars are twinkling bright, 
We'll sleep in our tents 'til the morning light. 
I'm going camping, yes sirree! 
I'm going camping, won't you come with me? 

When we see the morning sun, 
We'll wake right up 'cause the day's begun. 
There's so much that we can do -- 
Fishing, swimming, hiking, too. 
I'm going camping, yes sirree! 
I'm going camping, won't you come with me? 
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Wind-Up Activities for Camping Thematic Unit

Invite the parents and older students into the classroom to celebrate the completion of the unit.  Let the students take their parents and the older students around to the centres and bulletin boards to show them what they have been up to.  Make sure there is supplies for the parents at applicable stations, for them to try the activities.

If possible, have an overnight camping trip in the classroom.  Along with parent volunteers, gather supplies needed and set up tents/ sleeping areas in the classroom, or the gym (depending on space).  Beforehand, have the students make up a list of things they need to bring for the camping trip.  Have the parent volunteers split into groups that will organize the food, another that will gather sleeping bags and tents, and you as the teacher will need to book the gym and talk to the principal to get everything approved.

When you first “arrive” get students to set up their tents and sleeping bags.  Explain rules and where they can find everything.  Explain to the students what will be on the agenda for the day(s).  Start your camping adventure!

Go on a nature walk.  Sing the song that the class made up and go on a nature walk in the park.  If you are doing this during school time, invite the older kids to come with you.  Have your students teach the other students about the math concepts they have learned while on the nature walk.  Play games outside and let the students run around and let of some energy.

Have a park ranger or conservation officer come for a visit.  Have the children prepare questions to ask about their jobs beforehand.  After the visit, schedule another meeting in a different season to observe changes in the environment.

Write a letter to Mother Earth.  Have students write about things such as: they’re favorite outdoor activity, share a special camping story, that the Earth for a popular gift, etc.  Post the letters on the class bulletin board as a reminder to be nice to the Earth.

Once it gets dark, or near the end of the day, have a wiener roast and make s’mores.  Sit around the “campfire” and tell camp stories and ask students what their favorite part about the day was.  Take pictures throughout the “trip” and make a class book once you develop them. You could also make each student a scrapbook, or do that as an art project.  

******If camping over night does not get approved, camp in the gym during the day.  Still have children bring sleeping bags, flashlights, food, marshmallows and their best ghost stories.  Use the stereo system to play night noises and forest noises and make a “bonfire” and sit around it and tell camp stories.  
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To finish off, have “ants on a log” (celery, cheese whiz, and raisins) for the students to eat. This is a great way to get the students excited for the new unit!








Take a walk around the schoolyard looking for patterns on the school building, playground and schoolyard. Have the students find patterns in nature. Let them come up with names for them. When you return to the classroom, introduce the students to correct terminology. As a class create a KWL about camping. 














After, read the book “�HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0688152880/kinderkorner"�Bailey Goes Camping�” by Kevin Henkes. It’s about a bunny named Bailey who is too young to go camping with his Bunny Scouts brother and sister, so he has a backyard campout instead. Once you are finished the story, read some poems and sing some campfire songs (see attachment). Have the students write and illustrate something about camping or nature. Collect all the students’ work and create a class book.











On Monday morning, have a tent set up in the classroom. Have a fake campfire set up by the tent. Do this by cutting out pieces of red, orange and yellow cellophane. Crumple the cellophane up to give it a multifaceted look. These will form the flames of the fire. Hot glue all of the cellophane pieces in between the logs, allowing them to reach past the top of the logs so that they look like fire rising up from the logs. Intersperse the red, orange and yellow pieces throughout the fire. Use rocks to create a circle around the “fire”. 





Once the students are all in class, have them sit around the campfire. Turn off all the lights. Talk about activities you do when you go camping and personal camping experiences. 
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Camping Theme


Across the Curriculum





27





testing materials for water repulsion and/or insulation


test campfire popcorn compared to microwave


weather


scats and tracks


plant and animal identification


design a better canoe


cooking (s’mores, Trailmix, gorp)


animal homes


star gazing





hiking


X-country skiing


fishing


archery


biking


swimming


canoeing


health and safety


fire building





see attached literature list


write about a camping experience


poetry writing


write about insects in a jar


letters home from camp (or postcards)


create an ABC Book


create a list of camping gear


journal writing





decorate a hat


mapping of campground


orienteering


occupations


shelter-tent styles


Parks Canada


explore no impact camping





Camping Theme


Across the Curriculum





drum making


pow wow dancing


lean to building


legends and storytelling


solo





camp songs


make instruments from natural materials


sounds of nature (tapes)


create chants





sand casting


leaf printing


other nature art


charcoal drawings


natural dye art


bark rubbing


photography


sketching


fish prints
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